
Abstract oil painter Shirley Crow creates "dreamy, amorphous depictions of swelling, abstract 
energies" (THE Magazine). Her work has been featured at the Zane Bennett Contemporary Art 
Gallery, the Buddy Holly Center, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art, among many others. Santa Fe 
Creative Tourism is proud to present Ms. Crow's ongoing Santa Fe Creativity Workshops, which are 
also a part of DIY Santa Fe. 
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"Life Energy." All images © Shirley Crow. Used with permission. 

You may have seen the recent images circulating the web of the Boomerang Nebula, a part of the 

constellation Centaurus which has been determined to be the coldest place in the known universe. It's 

5000 light-years away, an absolutely mind-boggling distance if ever there was one. To consider the size of 

the universe in this way--that the lion's share of human civilization, from the Ancient Egyptians to the 

present, could pass in the amount of time it takes light to travel from the Boomerang Nebula to Earth--is 

difficult to absorb, to say the least. Yes, it's amazing, but isn't it also a little bit terrifying? 

Sure, it’s maybe a bit cliché to get all existential thinking about the grand cosmos, which is why there are 

mediums more fitting than the written word with which to ponder the subject. Santa Fe artist Shirley 

Crow, an abstract oil painter drawn to free-flowing energy forms and big ideas, paints what she likes to 

call “chunks of the universe." Her work,  which display a deep appreciation for the mystery and beauty of 
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the physical world and our dynamic, living interaction with it, explores space, time, and energy, frequently 

walking the razor-thin line between micro- and macrocosm. 

"Evolution." All images © Shirley Crow. Used with permission. 

Fortunately, we have images of Ms. Crow's work here for you to look at, because I can't possibly do her 

subjects or themes justice by trying to explain it here. But if words fail, it's with good reason. Even Ms. 

Crow, who can spend months at a time on single painting, completely immersed in these heady ideas, 

resists the trap of language: “If I could talk about it, I wouldn’t paint it,” she says. “I’m fascinated by 

what’s going on in the world, in the universe. It’s so dramatic--anything could happen. I want to paint the 

truth about the world we live in now. It’s wonderful, terrible, exciting, and scary." 

The ideas are abstract, and of course the paintings themselves are abstract, but Ms. Crow does not deal in 

mere abstraction. Even the broadest ideas have a touchstone, something from her own life that directly 

inspires and influences the course of her work. She is currently at work on a series of paintings inspired by 

the Trail of Time at the Grand Canyon, which her son is currently studying. "The walk takes you along the 

layers of the canyon, marked out in millions of years," she explains. "I was just blown away. Such beautiful 

images, beautiful colors. Before my son was ever born, the Grand Canyon was way beyond anything I’d 

ever seen. It's so inspiring. And here my son is working on this trail." 

 In addition to her painting, Ms. Crow teaches regular creativity workshops out of her studio. These 

classes are her way of sharing her unique perspective on art and the creative process with students of all 

backgrounds and experience. While she shares and teaches many techniques in her classes, Ms. Crow's 

primary goal in these workshops is to allow her students the opportunity to experience the value of 

creativity and imagination. “I don’t want it be too structured," she says. "It’s not a lecture--it’s playing and 



exploring... Our culture doesn’t value creativity as much as it could. Just a taste of the creative process can 

carry over into the rest of your life." 

"The Trio." All images © Shirley Crow. Used with permission. 

Shirley's work can be viewed on her website, ShirleyCrow.com.
Santa Fe Creative Tourism is a project of the City of Santa Fe Arts Commission.




